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COMMUNITY FIRST COMMITTEE

You are hereby summoned to attend the meeting of Haverhill Town Council Community First Committee to be held in The Studio, Town Hall, High Street, Haverhill, on Tuesday 25th October commencing at

7.00 p.m. for the purpose of transacting the following business

CONSTITUTION:
Chair: Town Councillor:
E Morton

Town Councillors:
C Cullum, S Fanning, E Goody, M Graham, 

E McManus, J Rudd, and L Samples

AGENDA

1.
Apologies for Absence
Please give apologies to the office by 5.00 p.m. of day of meeting

2.
Declaration of Interests

For Members to declare interests on items on the agenda.

3. Minutes of the Last Meeting

To approve the minutes of the meeting held 26th July 2005.

4. Haverhill in Bloom

A presentation by Tim Radford

5. Christmas Lights

To note progress and action

6. Physical Activity Referrals

To consider whether to use the Grant scheme to expand the range of opportunities available (see attached report)

7. Hanging Basket Sales

To consider whether to continue the practice of subsidised hanging basket sales or whether to promote enhancing the environment in some other way (see attached report)

8. Continental Markets

To consider whether to include provision for their financial support in the 2006/2007 budget

9. Masterplan Opportunity Fund

To consider whether to set aside provision for “opportunity funding” arising out of the Masterplan implementation

10. Town Twinning

To consider a request for funding for the 2007 25th Anniversary Celebrations to be hosted by Haverhill

11.
Grant Applications

To determine grant applications (attached)

12.
Budget 2006/2007

To agree the draft Committee budget

13.
Correspondence

14.
Closure
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Gordon Mussett

Town Clerk
 





18 October 2005

Physical Activity Referral Scheme (PARS)

A physical activity referral scheme already operates in Forest Heath and the Suffolk West PCT is investigating its introduction in the St Edmundsbury Borough Council area, initially as a pilot in Haverhill, during 2006.

The scheme involves referral from a variety of sources, including from the patient’s GP and self-referral, via an assessment stage, to a programme of physical activity tailored to their needs.  At the end of the prescribed programme the patient who was referred may decide to continue with the exercise regime themselves, or not, as is their wish.

It has been suggested that the Town Council’s Grant Scheme could be used to encourage local organisations offering some form of exercise as part of their meetings to open up their meetings to referred patients for a trial period (say 6 weeks) without charge.  This could be done by offering a Grant of £100 to all those organisations which opt to have their details included in the information available to the Assessor.

The Town Council has already expressed its commitment to a fit and healthy community for the Town, and providing this opportunity, without charge to the patient, would reinforce that commitment.  The cost to the Town Council would depend upon the take-up by local organisations.  However, if successful in retaining patients once their initial six weeks had ended, every session attended thereafter might reduce the need for future Grant funding for those organisations.

Recommended: That, should the PCT, in partnership with others, proceed with a Physical Activity Referral Scheme, the Town Council offer £100 Grant to all local organisations which opt to have their details included in the information available to the Assessor.

Promoting the Environment

For the past three years the Town Council has subsidised the sale of hanging baskets to residents, and over 1,100 baskets have been sold, equivalent to one basket for every 7 properties in the town.  The original concept behind the scheme was to enable local residents to enhance their individual properties, and add to the corporate environment provided by Councils and Housing Associations.

However it is considered that this is an appropriate time to review the practice, to consider whether it is achieving its aim, and whether the funds could best be redirected to another activity which will achieve that aim yet have greater impact.

Certainly the first sale of baskets brought a lot of positive publicity to the Town Council, but it has to be recognised that there has been little evidence of the planted baskets being placed at the front of properties, and thus little enhancement of the public environment.  It has been suggested that perhaps some form of planting in public areas might have a greater impact on the whole community.

A visual survey of local towns would suggest that planting in public areas can take a number of forms, but is essentially formal beds, with winter and summer planting (similar to that which already exists in Ehringshausen Way) or swaths of spring bulbs (similar to the Recreation Ground).

Of these two options the former is the most expensive, particularly when creating new formal beds from virgin ground.

The baskets cost the Town Council, after allowing for income from sales, £1,093 in 2004/5.  This is not sufficient to consider the creation of additional formal beds.  It is however to consider the planting of large swaths of spring bubs, especially if volunteers were involved.  At current prices this would buy in excess of 12,000 daffodil bulbs.

Any planting in the roadside verges would require a planting permit from the County Council, and notice to be given to a large number of statutary undertakers.  There also remains the issue of arranging for the planting to be undertaken, but this could an activity in conjunction with Haverhill in Bloom.  
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